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Biographical Information 
Dr Venkat Pulla is a Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) alumnus and a Tata Dorabji Scholar, 1976-
1977.  He has been the foundation Head of the Social work discipline in the Northern Territory University ( 
1992-1995) (now known as Charles Darwin University) and currently he is the  coordinator of  Social Work 
Discipline at the Australian Catholic University, Brisbane (McAuley Campus at Banyo). He has previously 
taught at the Charles Sturt University, New South Wales and  at the University of the Sunshine Coast in 
Queensland. 

Dr Venkat Pulla began his career teaching community development, organisational behaviour at the 
College of Social Work, Hyderabad and spent few years in training public sector senior executives in urban 
development through British aid ( DFID) funded projects for Metro cities in India through the Regional 
Centre for Urban and Environmental Studies, RCUES, Osmania University. In India he founded the Centre for 
Environment Concerns in Hyderabad as a reflective sequel to the Bhopal tragedy and initiated the first ever 
written Citizen’s Report on the City of Hyderabad and its Physical Environment. 

In Australia he has founded the Brisbane Institute of Strengths Based Practice and the Impetus Global, 
Brisbane, that offer solution focussed training in the broad realm of strengths- based strategies for human 
services and the corporate sector.  He is a practitioner and a motivational speaker on strengths approach in 
social work and self-reliance. 

Most recent writings through Journals and Books are in green social work, spirituality, coping resilience and 
building hope. Research interests include poverty interventions, health rights and transition countries. A 
confluence of the Schools of Positive Psychology, Appreciative Inquiry, and strengths based practices and 
Mindfulness practices describe the evocative approach of Dr Venkat Pulla. He is the Editor in Chief of 
International Journal of Social Work and Human Services Practice, USA, 
http://www.hrpub.org/journals/jour_editorialboard.php?id=92 and is on the editorial board of Space e and 
Culture India Published from Oxford, 
http://spaceandculture.in/index.php/spaceandculture/pages/view/editorial_board  He has previously edited 
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Niruta Journal of social work, India and has published in International Social Work,  United Kingdom 
http://isw.sagepub.com/ , International Sociology , USA, . http://iss.sagepub.com/ and  the  International 
Journal of Social Welfare,  USA http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1468-2397/issues 
and International Journal of Innovation, Creativity and Change, http://www.ijicc.net/ amongst others.  

Publications 
 Edited Books: 

Some Aspects of Community Empowerment and Resilience 

Venkat Pulla and Bharath Bhushan Mamidi (editors) 

ISBN 978-81-8424-962-0 (paperback) 

Allied Publishers Private Limited, New Delhi , 2015 

Advancing Social Work in mental health through strengths based practice/ 

Abraham P, Francis, Venkat Pulla, Michael D Clark, Susana Mariscal and Ilango Ponnuswami (editors) 

ISBN 978-1-312-23230-3 (paperback) 

Primrose Hall Publishing Group, Australia, 2014 

Community Work: Theories, Experiences & Challenges/ 

Kalpana Goel, Venkat Pulla and Abraham P, Francis (editors) 

ISBN 978-8192-33267-5 (paperback) 

Niruta Publications, Bangalore, India, 2014 

Perspectives on Coping and Resilience/ 

Venkat Pulla, Andrew shatter & Shane Warren (editors) 

ISBN 978-81-7273-715-3 (hardbound) 

Authorspress Delhi, India, 2013 

 Papers in Strengths Based Practice/ 

Venkat Pulla, Lesley Chenoweth, Abraham P, Francis and Stefan Bakaj (editors) 

ISBN 978-81-8424-810-4 (paperback) 

Allied Publishers Pvt Ltd, Delhi, 2012 

 Chapters in Books:  

Pulla V, (2014) Global perspective on mental health. In A. P. Francis, (Eds.),   Social Work in Mental health: 
Contexts and theories for practice (1st ed. pp. 7-27). Sage Publications Inc.  ISBN 978-81-321-1739-1 
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Pulla V, Francis, A.P, (2014) A strengths approach to mental health. In A. P. Francis, (Eds.),   Social Work in 
Mental health: Contexts and theories for practice (1st ed. pp. 126-143). Sage Publications Inc.  ISBN 978-81-
321-1739-1 

 Pulla V, (2014) Strengths based perspectives in mental health. In A. P. Francis, V. Pulla, M. Clark, E.S. 
Mariscal, I. Ponnuswami  (Eds.),  Advancing Social Work in Mental health through Strengths –Based Practice 
( 1st ed. pp. 39-51). , Primrose Hall Publishing Group, Brisbane, Australia  

 Pulla V & Meliha Bijedic (2014) Strengths based interventions for youth at risk: Bosnia and Herzegovina. In 
A. P. Francis, V. Pulla, M. Clark, E.S. Mariscal, I. Ponnuswami  (Eds.),  Advancing Social Work in Mental health 
through Strengths –Based Practice ( 1st ed. pp. 258-266). Primrose Hall, Brisbane, Australia  

 Francis A.P & Pulla V, (2014) Strengths based practice towards human wellbeing: Future directions. In A. P. 
Francis, V. Pulla, M. Clark, E.S. Mariscal, I. Ponnuswami  (Eds.),  Advancing Social Work in Mental health 
through Strengths –Based Practice ( 1st ed. pp. 318-328). , Primrose Hall Publishing Group, Brisbane, 
Australia  

 Bhadra, S & Pulla V, (2014) Community Interventions in Disasters. In Goel, K, Pulla, V, Francis, A P (Eds) 
Community Work: Theories, Experiences & Challenges (1st ed. pp.103-117) Niruta Publications, Bangalore, 
India 

 Francis A.P, Pulla V and Goel, K (2014) Community Development and Mental Health Promotion. In Goel, K, 
Pulla, V, Francis, A P (Eds) Community Work: Theories, Experiences & Challenges (1st ed. pp. 162-180) 
Niruta Publications, Bangalore, India 

 Francis, A.P & Pulla V, (2014) Community Work in the Context of Uncertainty: Challenges and 
Opportunities. In Goel, K, Pulla, V, Francis, A P (Eds) Community Work: Theories, Experiences & Challenges 
(1st ed. pp. 252-262) Niruta Publications, Bangalore, India 

Pulla, V. (2014) Spiritually Sensitive Social Work: The Road worth Taking. In Nikku, B R, Hatta, Z A (eds) 
Social Work Education and Practice: Scholarship and Innovations in the Asia Pacific, Primrose Hall 
Publishing Group, Brisbane ( 1st ed. pp.182-200) ISBN: 9781304779137 

Pulla, V. (2013) Contours of Coping and Resilience: the Front Story. In Pulla, V, Shatte, A, Warren, S (Eds) 
Perspectives on Coping and Resilience, Authorspress Delhi,  ( 1st ed.  pp.1-24) ISBN 978-81-7273-715-3 

White, A. & Pulla, V. (2013) Strengthening the capacity for resilience in children. In Pulla, V, Shatte, A, 
Warren, S (Eds) Perspectives on Coping and Resilience, Authorspress Delhi, ( 1st ed.  pp 122-151) ISBN 978-
81-7273-715-3 

Hudson, J & Pulla, V. (2013) Emotion regulation in children: Towards a resilience framework. In Pulla, V, 
Shatte, A, Warren, S (Eds) Perspectives on Coping and Resilience, Authorspress Delhi,  ( 1st ed.  pp.100-121) 
ISBN 978-81-7273-715-3 

Refereed Journal Articles 

Bala Raju Nikku and Venkat Pulla (2014).  Global Agenda for Social Work and Social Development: Voices of 
the social work educators from Asia. International Social Work July 2014 57: 373-385, 
doi:10.1177/0020872814527633 

  



 Radha R Chada , Venkat Pulla , Bharath Bhushan Mamidi , Azlinda Azman (2014). Fighting HIV/AIDS and 
Resilience Perspectives. International Journal of Social Work and Human Services Practice, 2 , 89 - 95. doi: 
10.13189/ijrh.2014.020306. 

Francis Ogojo Okello , Ndungi wa Mungai , Venkat Pulla , Phillip Bwititi (2014). Towards Research to Build 
Effective HIV Programmes in Uganda. International Journal of Social Work and Human Services Practice, 2 , 
83 - 88. doi: 10.13189/ijrh.2014.020305. 

Kanchan Pd. Kharel , Venkat Pulla (2014). Building Resilient Communities through Bottom up Approach: 
Case Study of a Rural Education Centred NGO from Nepal. International Journal of Social Work and Human 
Services Practice, 2 , 58 - 65. doi: 10.13189/ijrh.2014.020302. 

Tulshi Kumar Das , Venkat Pulla (2014). Is Micro Credit in Urban Poverty Making a Difference? A Review 
from Bangladesh. International Journal of Social Work and Human Services Practice, 2 , 73 - 81. doi: 
10.13189/ijrh.2014.020210. 

Maliha Gull Tarar , Venkat Pulla (2014). Patriarchy, Gender Violence and Poverty amongst Pakistani Women: 
A Social Work Inquiry. International Journal of Social Work and Human Services Practice, 2 , 56 - 63. doi: 
10.13189/ijrh.2014.020208. 

Mussarat Jabeen , Venkat Pulla (2014). Scourge of Internal Displacement of Afghan Refugees: Compromised 
Resiliency. International Journal of Social Work and Human Services Practice, 2 , 40 - 47. doi: 
10.13189/ijrh.2014.020206. 

Radha R Chada , Venkat Pulla (2014). Stunting and Marginalisation and Lack of Resiliency. International 
Journal of Social Work and Human Services Practice, 2 , 16 - 23. doi: 10.13189/ijrh.2014.020203. 

Bharath Bhushan Mamidi , Venkat Pulla (2013). Hysterectomies and Violation of Human Rights: Case Study 
from India. International Journal of Social Work and Human Services Practice, 1 , 64 - 75. doi: 
10.13189/ijrh.2013.010110. 

Venkat Pulla,   (2013) Coping and Resilience: People’s innovative solutions International Journal of 
Innovation, Creativity and Change.www.ijicc.net Volume 1, Issue 1, May 2013 

 Areas of Research 

Research interests include strengths based practice in social work, coping and resilience, poverty 
interventions, health rights and transition countries. 

Interests 
International social work, South Asia, Peace social work, disabilites 

Teaching Experience 
Over 15 years of practice in social work in a variety of settings in the government and non goverment 
sector in Australia. 

Professional Memberships 
Accredited Member, Australian Association of Social Workers, ( AASW) 
Asia Pacific Association of Social Work Education ( APASWE)  
 

A list of 60 papers and many books previously written can be provided on request along with a list of senior 
Administrative roles in Public Service in Australia and international work 
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