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The Global Agenda for Social Work and Social Development was launched on International Social Work Day in 2012. It reflects a commitment by the International Association for Schools of Social Work (IASSW), International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW) and the International Council for Social Welfare (ICSW) to contribute to the post MDG agenda. The Global Agenda has four pillars, namely promoting social and economic equalities; promoting the dignity and worth of peoples; promoting environmental sustainability and strengthening recognition of the importance of human relationships. The implementation of the Global Agenda is on regional levels. For this purposes regional Global Agenda Observatories have been approved, and some already established. For the Africa region, the proposal is to include IASSW, IFSW and ICSW regional representatives as well as representatives of the sub-regions in Africa as the Coordinating Group. 

In alignment with the Global Agenda, the purpose of the Africa Global Agenda Observatory will be to
1. Gather evidence about the activities of social workers, educators and social development practitioners in order to give visibility and credibility to their contributions and challenges in promoting further action around the themes.
2. Promote education and practice standards in social work and social development that enable social workers and social development practitioners to facilitate social development outcomes.
3. To serve as a mechanism for monitoring and reporting on the implementation of the Global Agenda themes in the region.  

The purpose of the workshop is to introduce the Global Agenda and report on progress made with the first theme, Promoting social and economic inequality. Furthermore, the way forward will be discussed, especially in relation to the current focused theme; Promoting the dignity and worth of all peoples. Finally, the purpose is to officially launch the Global Agenda Observatory for Africa and to discuss the process and action plans. This includes developing co-ownership of the Global Agenda Observatory; utilising current communication and dialogue channels in the region; building a data base including all possible structures, associations and stakeholders promoting social work and social development in the region; locating sub-regional coordinators, and establishing a research team on the Global Agenda themes. 

